BELIEFS.                    It

as & " mighty warrior, whose arrows of lightning
and thunderous roars drove all enemies before him ** ;
he delighted in offerings of strong liquor and was
more of a; companion than Varuna, the good and
just, who somewhat overawed the people,
Agni (Ignis), the god of fire, was a homely
deity, who provided warmth in the cold season,.
repelled darkness and enemies in the shape of
wild beasts, aad carried the offerings of ghee {clarified
butter) in flames towards the heavens.
-Sury^- the sun, gave light and warmth during
.the day and ripened the crops. Ushas, the dawn,
always fresh, fair, and young, provided food for
the poet's sweetest songs ; while the two Asvinas,
or early morning streaks of Hght, were praised as
heralds of the dawn*
One. of the -most remarkable things to be deified
was Soma, an intoxicating drink made from the
fermented Juice of a milky weed (sarcostemma
'vlminale)* which  grows  in   the   hills.   After  its
discovery it was at first used on occasions of religious
ceremonies, but it was lauded and praised to such
an extent that finally it attained the position of a
god.   It was the Soma of the Iranians.
.  \Vayu, the wind, and Manits, the storm gods/
complete the. list of the principal deities of tbe
Aryans*   Curiously enough, the moon and  stars'
received little attention from them and even the
goddess   Prithvi,   the   earth,   was  not  given  a
prominent place ;. perhaps she ~ was too solid and
placid a body to interest ihese enterprising people.